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Overview

O

* Review ongoing mental health impact of Hurricanes Katrina
and Rita and challenges in services delivery

» Describe REACH NOLA Mental Health Infrastructure and
Training Project and improvements in care for depression &
post traumatic stress disorder (PTSD)

« Describe how Tulane/RAND Community Health Worker
Training Institute will expand preventive care and lower costs

« Discuss how LRA support for these critical workforce training
opportunities will
~ hasten mental health recovery
« bolster Louisiana’s health workforce and preparedness
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» 1in 3 adults in South Louisiana has had symptoms of:
depression
anxiety and/or
post-traumatic stress disorder

» Without appropriate care, trauma-exposed children face
risk of:
lower educational attainment
possible long term disability

» Suicide rates are twice as high now as before 2005

* Fewer than 20% of people received appropriate
care for new mental health problems after hurricanes
Katrina and Rita

» RAND Corporation study (2009): effective post-
hurricane mental health care can be delivered, if
services capacity is improved

» Sheer number of affected people suggest that our
current regional capacity is not enough
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REACH NOLA Mental Health Infrastructure
and Training Project

Tulane/RAND Community Health Worker
Trainin@nstitute
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LRA support of mental health recovery and
workforce preparedness is critical

LRA support of mental health recovery and
workforce preparedness is critical

10/20/2009



Tulane, RAND, and REACH NOLA
O
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