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Hurricanes Gustav and Ike 
Agriculture Recovery Program

Paul Rainwater, Executive Director

Goals of the Program
Helps farms remain viable by assisting with planting and harvesting of 
crops for the 2009 season and to retire debt and losses from the 2008 
storms - $34 5 million allocationstorms - $34.5 million allocation 

Helps vital agribusinesses survive - $10m allocation

Retain a vital poultry freezing and shipping facility at Port of New 
Orleans - $10m allocation
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Designed to not compete with 
other USDA programs

Program is designed to ensure that there are no 
disaster relief duplication issues with USDA p
programs 

Programs will be administered through Louisiana 
Agricultural Finance Authority (LAFA). With 
outreach assistance headed by LDAF district offices, 
LSU AgCenter Staff and Other partners

Local outreach, orientation and application 
workshops for producers & agribusiness will be 
ongoing in Southwest LA in July and August 2009.

How is need assessed?

Funds are allocated statewide to 8 regions based on 
each region’s proportion of the total Louisianaeach region s proportion of the total Louisiana 
crop damages estimates derived by LSU 
agricultural economists. 

Farmers and Agribusiness must demonstrate 
damages from the 2008 storms to qualify

Agriculture producers & agribusinesses in all 64 
parishes are eligible to apply
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What are the regional allocations?

What is the allocation for SWLA and 
where is are local contact located

• $3,385,705  is Eligible for 5 parishes:
Allen Beauregard Cameron Calcasieu & Jefferson DavisAllen, Beauregard, Cameron, Calcasieu & Jefferson Davis

• The regional office is located in Deridder: 
585 Highway 3099
DeRidder, LA 70634
Phone 337-463-3537 

** Farmers and Agribusiness are encouraged to contact 
Geri McNeal at the Deridder program office to schedule 
a confidential one of one conversation about the 
program at there farm or business 
Geri McNeal (337)-463-7801 
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Louisiana Farm Loan & 
Grant Program

• $34.5 million allocation
– Crop production costs for 2009 crop year, or
– May pay down existing crop loans from 2008
– For producers with financial loss greater than 

$10,000 
– A grant/loan program: 80% loan, 20% grant

• Interest 1½% payback 5 10 years• Interest 1½%, payback 5 – 10 years
• Assistance from $10,000 to $100,000
• 30 day application period

Agribusiness Loan 
Program

•$10 million dollar allocation
•Suffered losses greater than $10,000g ,
•Assistance only in the form of low internest 
loans

- 1 ½ % loan; payback 5 -10 years
- Loans of $10,000 to $250,000
- 30 day application period

•Agribusiness must be related to ag 
production, i.e., custom harvesting, aerial 
applicators, ag management consultants, 
storage, ginning
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What can funds be used for in 
the Agribusiness Loan Program

• Inventory

• Equipment Repair

• Accounts receivable

• Refinance more expensive 
business-related debt

• Improve cash flow

For Assistance
Farmers and Agribusiness are encouraged to contact Geri 

McNeal at the Deridder program office to schedule aMcNeal at the Deridder program office to schedule a 
confidential one of one conversation about the program at 
there farm or business location. 

Geri McNeal (337)-463-7801 
OR

LDAF headquarters in Baton Rouge
Toll free 1-866-295-0081

Baton Rouge 225-922-1277
Fax 225-237-5710

www.ldaf.state.la.us


