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RELATIVE COST BURDEN ON LOUISIANA CITIZENS DWARFS 
PREVIOUS DISASTERS

FEMA cost estimates for recent US disasters

Affected 
population 
(Millions)

Cost/ 
capitaDisaster

FEMA cost 
estimate
($ Millions)

Source: FEMA, US Census 2000

Katrina & Rita – Louisiana (2005)    $37,100 4.5 $8,255

World Trade Center (2001) $7,400 19.0 $390

Northridge Earthquake (1994) $7,000 29.8 $235

Hurricane Andrew (1992) $1,800 12.9 $139

Hurricane Iniki (1992) $260 1.1 $234

Loma Prieta Earthquake (1989) $867 23.7 $37
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* Parishes and counties needing all categories of public and individual assistance
** Population in affected populations

Source: FEMA, 2000 Census

NEARLY TWICE AS MANY PEOPLE FROM LOUISIANA WERE 
IMPACTED THAN ANY OF THE OTHER 4 STATES

Significantly affected parishes*

TX (east)
LA

MS
AL

11 
counties

47 
counties

34 
parishes

20 
counties

Katrina
Rita
Both

TX

1,661

231

732

3,308

LA

1,899

MS

794

AL

Impacted populations*
Thousands

1.7x 2.0x 4.2x
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Insured losses for 10 costliest US Hurricanes (2004$)

* Estimated as of October 14, 2005; November 1, 2005 for Wilma
Source: ISO/PCS; Insurance Information Institute

40.0
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Katrina 
(2005)*

Andrew 
(1992)

Wilma 
(2005)*

Ivan 
(2004)

Hugo 
(1989)

Frances 
(2004)

Jeanne 
(2004)

Rita 
(2005)*

Charley 
(2004)

Georges 
(1998)

$ Billions

DAMAGE ESTIMATES FOR KATRINA TOWER OVER PREVIOUS 
DEVASTATING HURRICANES

7.0x 1.9x

Average 
(other 
top 10) 
= $5.7
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Number of homes destroyed by major hurricanes*

* Destruction is defined as a structure made uninhabitable or damaged beyond economic repair
Source: National Association of Home Builders; National Red Cross (as of 9/15/05); Insurance Information Institute

275,000

27,50028,000

Andrew –
1992

Charley, Frances, 
Ivan, Jeanne -
2004

Katrina 
(LA, MS, AL) –
2005

KATRINA DESTROYED 10 TIMES AS MANY HOMES AS NEXT 
MOST DESTRUCTIVE STORMS TO RECENTLY HIT U.S.

Louisiana alone is 
greater than 205,000

9.8x
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Housing Units Destroyed and Damaged Katrina

65,237

25,607

107,748

371

AL

1,701

9,588

205,330

240,525

LA

68,729

241,714

MS

Major
Damage

Destroyed

363 967

NOTE: Most recent FEMA estimates project 140k destroyed of 265-280k damaged (comparison not available for Mississippi) 
Source: American Red Cross (as of 9/15/05)

• Louisiana had 3 
times more 
homes than 
Mississippi and 
565 times more 
than Alabama

KATRINA
ONLY

…LOUISIANA HAD 3x AS MANY HOMES DESTROYED BY 
KATRINA AS ANY OTHER STATE

Minor
Damage
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* As of October 4, 2005

Source: PCS division of ISO; RMS, Tillinghast, Insurance Information Institute

64.2

25.2

5.2
3.3

1.2
0.2

Louisiana, $25,000

Mississippi, $9,800

Texas, $2,200
Alabama, $1,300

Florida, $470
Other, $70

LOUISIANA ACCOUNTED FOR MORE THAN 60% OF 
COMBINED LOSSES FROM KATRINA & RITA

$ Millions; percent
Insured loss distribution by state*

• Excludes agriculture, 
utilities, public, or oil 
resources

• Offshore oil/energy 
losses estimated 
between $3 and $9B

NON-FLOOD
DAMAGES

Losses from Louisiana are …
• 53.2x losses from Florida
• 19.2x Alabama
• 11.4x Texas
• 2.5x Mississippi
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* Value of property damage by flood and storm surge whether or not insured

Source: AIR Worldwide, September 29, 2005; Insurance Information Institute

36.8

51.3

10.0
1.8
0.1

LA - New Orleans,
$22,600

LA – All other areas,
$16,200

MS, $4,400
AL, $793 FL, $32

NEARLY 90% OF KATRINA’S FLOOD AND STORM SURGE 
DAMAGE OCCURRED IN LOUISIANA (50% IN NEW ORLEANS)

$ Millions; percent
Property damage from Hurricane Katrina flood and storm surge*

Losses from Louisiana 
($38.8 B) are …
• 9x Mississippi
• 49x Alabama

KATRINA
ONLY
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Total businesses affected by Katrina 
or Rita
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54

1,850

1,523

TX

1,912 393

Limited
Moderate

18,752

900

MS
295

Extensive

130

LA

Catastrophic

215

20 81
AL

111

TEN TIMES AS MANY BUSINESSES WERE DESTROYED IN 
LOUISIANA THAN IN ANY OTHER STATE

20,544

4,793

Source: Census website; Census approximations based upon FEMA affected areas

688

9.8x N/A N/A
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SIGNIFICANT IMPACT ON LOUISIANA WORKERS

Applications for unemployment 
insurance
Thousands

• 18% of all of Louisiana’s 
work force applied for 
unemployment 
insurance following the 
Hurricanes, that is 
nearly 2x’s more in 3 
months than in the 
entire year of 2004

350

193

3 months 
following 
Hurricane 
Katrina

2004


