
LOUISIANA RECOVERY AUTHORITY 
 

Resolution on new Veterans Affairs medical center 
 

June 25, 2007 
 
WHEREAS, the LRA, Governor and Legislature have consistently supported the 
construction of a world class academic medical center for Louisiana State University as 
the anchor of the biomedical corridor in downtown New Orleans. 
 
WHEREAS, Congress has authorized the Department of Veterans Affairs to replace the 
VA medical center in downtown New Orleans that was destroyed by Hurricane Katrina. 
 
WHEREAS, LSU and the VA have been engaged in a thorough collaborative planning 
process to share services between their new medical centers. 
 
WHEREAS, the partnership between LSU and the VA may yield cost savings to the State 
as high as $400 million over 25 years. 
 
WHEREAS, the joint LSU and VA medical centers will provide critical, high quality 
preventive and specialty health care to citizens of all means. 
 
WHEREAS, funding is now available to commence land acquisition for the joint medical 
centers and engineering and design work for the new LSU medical center. 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Recovery Authority urges 
Department of Veterans Affairs Secretary James Nicholson to clearly recommit that the 
new VA medical center will be built in downtown New Orleans in partnership with the 
new LSU medical center. 


